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loka and vanquished him. In the meantime sage Agasthya,
who was camping at Srikalahasti was directed by a divine
voice to provide a holy river at the place. He discussed the
matter with his disciples and sought their assistance in
fixing the proper mountain from which the river should
have its source. The holy ethereal Ganga had to be brought
down to earth in a proper place. Its course was to be through
sacred ashrams and lands which were to be made fertile.
The water was to be crystal clear and fit for worship by
Gods and sages and capable of turning saints out of sinners
before it joined the sea. As he was contemplating thus, he
met Lord Ganesa returning from Pathala at its entrance, a
few yards south east of the Vayu Linga.
He immediately gathered durva grass, Arka and
Dhatura flowers and worshipped Lord Ganesa as laid down
in the Skanda Purana. He offered different kinds of sweets
made of pure cow ghee and modakas and finally prostrated
before Him and praised Him as follows :-
"Oh son of Lord Siva! Vighna Raja ! the one with an
elephant head ! the vanquisher of Gajasura ! one who
radiates all the worlds ! Ekadanta ! Bestower of boons to
devotees ! yoif are worshipped by gods and demons. You
are dear to Siva as well as Vishnu. You are the elder brother
of Skanda ! your huge belly accommodates all animate and
inanimate beings, Your curved trunk is in the shape of
omkar. You are all knowledge and kindler of intellect1*.
Pathala Ganapathi was very much pleased with the
worship offered by the sage and smilingly asked him to
spell out his desires. Sage Agastya once again prostrated
before Him and asked the following boons
1) You should be renowned as Agasthya Vandita,
Bhaktha Vanchitardha prapuraka, Gajananari and
Pathala Gartha vasi.
2)    Whosoever worships you with these four names
should over come all obstacles.